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Abstract—In this paper, load compensation techniques under
unbalanced and distorted voltages have been discussed. Two kinds
of compensation methods are considered. In the first category,
synchronous detection and modified equal current strategies are
used under the unbalanced but sinusoidal source voltages. In
the second method, load compensation based on instantaneous
symmetrical component theory with positive sequence extraction
is proposed and is shown to work under unbalanced and the
non-sinusoidal source voltages. To support the proposed method,
a 440 V (L-L) three-phase, four-wire distribution system is con-
sidered. The compensator is realized using a three-phase voltage
source inverter (VSI) operated in the current control mode. De-
tailed digital simulation and experimental results are presented to
validate the approach.

Index Terms—Load compensation, unbalanced and distorted
voltages, voltage source inverter.

I. INTRODUCTION

ANUMBER of methods are available for unbalanced and
nonlinear load compensation in the literature [1]–[5].

However these methods do not provide satisfactory compen-
sation when the source voltages are unbalanced and distorted.
Under these conditions, the synchronous detection methods
provide a simple solution for the load compensation [6], [7].
These methods discuss load compensation for unbalanced and
nonlinear loads supplied by source voltages that are unbalanced
both in magnitude and phase.

In this paper, the synchronous detection methods are extended
for load compensation under the unbalance in source voltages,
with an additional freedom of setting a desired power factor of
the source currents with respect to source voltages in the re-
spective phases. However, the extended synchronous detection
methods assume that the source voltages are sinusoidal. Another
drawback of these methods is that they need synchronization
for all three phases to generate reference currents. In general,
using these methods, a zero sequence current flows even after
compensation. Moreover the methods do not provide satisfac-
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of a 3-phase 4-wire compensated system.

tory compensation when the source voltages are unbalanced as
well as distorted. For unbalanced and distorted waveform, one
elegant method of load compensation based on extracting the
active component of current is discussed in [8]. However in
the final formulation of extracted reference current, the explicit
setting of power factor is not apparent. The extraction of ref-
erence currents is computation intensive and involves the def-
inition of various powers. On the other hand, the shunt algo-
rithm based on generalized instantaneous reactive power theory
[2]–[5], with input voltages as positive sequence voltages ex-
tracted using complex Fourier transform [9]–[11], provides sat-
isfactory solution. The extraction of reference current based on
instantaneous symmetrical component theory is simple and de-
void of various definitions of the active and reactive powers
[12]. Therefore, shunt algorithm for load compensation under
unbalanced as well as distorted supply voltage based on instan-
taneous symmetrical component theory, along with the extrac-
tion of fundamental positive sequence voltage, is proposed in
this paper. The formulation gives a freedom of setting the power
factor of the source explicitly. Although, low pass filters can be
used to remove the distortions in the source voltages and to feed
them to shunt algorithm directly, it gives slow dynamic response
of the compensator. The Fourier transform algorithm to extract
the positive sequence voltages of the unbalanced and distorted
source voltages ensures fast dynamic response of the compen-
sator.

To illustrate this, a 440 V (L-L) three-phase, four-wire dis-
tribution system is considered. The schematic diagram of the
system with the ideal compensator is shown in Fig. 1. The load
and the compensator are connected at the point called point
of common coupling (PCC). The system parameters given in
Table I are considered for the simulation studies.

II. DIRECT APPLICATION OF SHUNT ALGORITHMS

The reference compensator currents are extracted based on
appropriate shunt algorithms [1]–[6]. The most established al-
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TABLE I
SYSTEM PARAMETERS

gorithms for load compensation consider instantaneous reactive
power theory, also known as p-q theory [1], generalized instan-
taneous reactive power theory [2], [5], theory of instantaneous
symmetrical components [4]. The load compensation based on
theory of instantaneous symmetrical components is much more
simplified as compared to p-q theory. Also it allows the explicit
setting of the power factor of the source. Based on this formula-
tion, the reference currents for the compensator are given as [4]

(1)

where ., is the desired phase angle be-
tween supply voltages and source line currents

for the balanced system. For the unbalance volt-
ages, is taken as phase angle between the positive sequence
source voltages and the source currents in the respective phases.
For unity power factor operation . The term in
(1) is the dc or mean value of the load power and is computed
using a moving average filter that has an averaging time of
half cycle or one cycle of supply voltage waveform depending
upon whether load current contains odd or both odd and even
harmonics. The term in (1) accounts for the losses in the
voltage source inverter while realizing the actual compensator.
With the ideal inverter given in Fig. 1, is equal to zero.

Initially, the supply voltage is considered to be balanced with
an rms magnitude of 440 V (L-L) and the three-phase load con-
sists of three different values of R-L combined with a three-
phase full bridge diode rectifier, supplying an output current of
4 A as given in Table I. As a result of this, the load currents are
unbalanced and nonlinear as shown in Fig. 2(a). For balanced si-
nusoidal source voltages, the algorithm (1) is now used to com-
pute the reference compensator currents. The three-phase source
currents are then computed by subtracting these reference com-
pensator currents from the load currents in the respective phases.
The compensated source currents are shown in Fig. 2(b). It can
be seen from this figure that the source currents are balanced
sinusoids and have unity power factor relationship with their re-
spective phase voltages, as is set to zero in (1).

The source voltages are now assumed to be unbalanced but
sinusoidal. The source voltages therefore can be expressed as

(2)

Fig. 2. (a) Unbalanced and nonlinear load currents. (b) Compensated source
currents when the source is balanced.

Fig. 3. Source currents with (a) magnitude unbalance and (b) magnitude and
phase unbalance in source voltages.

In (2) , and are the peak values of source volt-
ages in phase- , and , respectively. The phase angles and

account for the phase unbalance in phase- and voltages
with respect to the phase- voltage. The magnitude unbalance
of 20% is considered such that ,
and . There is no phase unbalance, i.e., both the
angles and are equal to zero. For this case, the source cur-
rents are plotted in Fig. 3(a). It is evident from the figure that the
source currents are unbalanced and distorted. In Fig. 3(b), in ad-
dition to magnitude unbalance as discussed above, unbalance in
the phase angles with and is also consid-
ered. For this case, the currents become more unbalanced and
distorted. The source currents after compensation become se-
verely distorted, if the source voltages contain harmonics too. It
is there felt that the use of shunt algorithm under the unbalanced
and distorted supply voltage do not provide satisfactory com-
pensation. In the following section, extended synchronous de-
tection methods are discussed to overcome the above problem.

III. EXTENDED SYNCHRONOUS DETECTION METHODS

In [6] and [7], synchronous detection methods namely equal
power criteria, equal current criteria and equal resistance criteria
are discussed. In this, it is assumed that the source voltages have
magnitude and phase unbalance without distortion. In this sec-
tion, the above compensation methods are extended to facilitate
the explicit setting of power factor in each phase. The unbalance
source voltages are given by (2). The following criteria provide
satisfactory load compensation under this condition.

A. Equal Current Criterion

Under this criterion, it is assumed that the source currents are
equal in magnitude, i.e.,

(3)
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where the subscript denotes the source and the subscript
denotes the maximum or peak value. If it is desired that the
source current should lag by radian in the respective phases,
the instantaneous source currents are expressed as

(4)

The average power supplied by the source, which is also average
load power denoted by , is given as

(5)

Using (3) and (5), we get

(6)

Therefore, the instantaneous source currents are given as

(7)

In (7), the term is an instantaneous voltage that lags
the instantaneous source voltage of phase- , , by an angle
and is generated by a delay circuit. Similar notations are used
for phase and . The instantaneous reference currents for the
compensator can be computed by subtracting source currents
(7) from the load currents in the respective phases. These are
expressed as

(8)

B. Equal Power Criterion

In equal power criteria, the real power consumed in each
phase after compensation is to be shared equally. Thus we have

(9)

where , , and are real power supplied by each phase,
respectively. Using (2), (4) and (9), we get

(10)

Therefore, the peak of source current in respective phases after
compensation is given as

(11)

Instantaneous source currents can be expressed as

(12)

The instantaneous reference compensator currents are com-
puted using (8).

C. Equal Impedance Criterion

In the equal impedance criterion, the source should see the
same impedance in each phase after compensation. With this
assumption, we have

(13)

Therefore

(14)

Substituting , , and from (14) in (5), we get

(15)

Therefore, the compensated source currents are given as

(16)

The reference compensator currents are computed using (8).
In all the above three methods of the compensation, the phase

unbalance in compensated source currents can not be removed,
therefore the neutral wire will always carry some current. How-
ever, if the source voltages have phase balance, only then the
equal current strategy will make neutral wire to carry zero cur-
rent. In the following section we give a modified equal current
strategy, which gives completely balanced and sinusoidal source
currents irrespective of unbalance in magnitude and phase an-
gles.

D. Modified Equal Current Strategy

Let there be unbalance in magnitudes and in phase angles
of the source voltages as given by (2). Let the fictitious set of
three-phase voltages be balanced and are given by

(17)

The use of balanced voltages in the algorithm produces balanced
compensated source currents. For balanced compensated source
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currents, both sets of voltages given by (2) and (17) should yield
equal average load power, . Due to this, the equal current
criterion (3) is valid. From this requirement, we obtain

(18)

Therefore, we have

(19)

In the above equation

(20)

and is the desired phase angle between the source voltage
and the compensated source current . In case of the unbal-
ance magnitudes only, the angles , the factors ,
and in (20) reduce to unity. Consequently, the term, in
(19) is the average of the unequal magnitudes , and

. Once is known, the instantaneous voltages ,
and are computed using (17) by using time synchronization
with source phase- voltage. The phase- and voltages i.e.,

and can be derived from by phase shift of
and 120 , respectively. Thus only phase- synchronization is
needed. This is another advantage over extended synchronous
detection methods [6], [7], where synchronization is required
for all three-phases. These source voltages are then used in (1) to
compute the compensator reference currents. This method pro-
vides a simple formulation for generation of the reference cur-
rents. The source currents thus obtained will be sinusoidal and
balanced irrespective of the unbalance in source voltages.

The above algorithm may be referred as Modified Equal Cur-
rent Strategy. Similar strategies have been reported as Sinu-
soidal Current Source Strategy in [13] and Equal Current Cri-
teria in [6], [7]. However in [13], to find the fictitious balanced
set of voltages for control algorithm, the complex
transformations and elaborate computations are required. In [6],
[7], the synchronous detection method is used but it is limited
to the case of unity power factor and magnitude unbalance only
in order to carry zero neutral current. The modified algorithm
given above, using algorithm (1) is simple and considers unbal-
ances in magnitudes and/or phase angles. The algorithm also
provides the facility of setting the desired power factor angle,

.
It is to be noted that if we consider the fictitious balanced

supply voltages , , and , then these would supply only
average load power without zero mean oscillating active and re-
active powers. Since the actual supply has unbalance, the source
supplies some zero mean oscillating active and reactive powers.

All above methods are suitable when the source voltages are
unbalanced in magnitudes and phase angles but are not dis-
torted. For the source voltages under distortion, a scheme based
on instantaneous symmetrical component theory and extraction
of positive sequence of source voltages at the point of common
coupling is proposed in the following section.

E. Using Shunt Algorithm With Positive Sequence Extraction
of Source Voltages

When the source voltages are distorted, they can no longer be
directly fed to the shunt algorithm as illustrated in Section II.
To improve the performance of the algorithm, balanced three-
phase voltages are to be fed as input voltages to the algorithm.
Therefore, positive sequence components of terminal voltages
are extracted using the power-invariant instantaneous symmet-
rical component transformation [9]–[11]. This is given by

(21)

where is a complex operator and is a column
vector with instantaneous zero, positive and negative sequence
voltages as its elements. Let us now define the phasor zero, pos-
itive and negative sequence voltages as , , and ,
respectively. Defining a column vector as

the following equation is used to obtain the symmetrical com-
ponents [9]–[11]:

(22)

where is any instant and is the duration of one cycle of
supply voltage assuming that the supply voltages may have odd
as well as even harmonics. The integral is computed through
a moving average filter to have fast dynamic response as com-
pared to conventional low pass filter. Let the voltage of phase-
in phasor form be given by . Then, the in-
stantaneous reference voltage of phase- will be as follows:

(23)

The other two phase voltages and can be obtained from
phase- voltage, by phase shift of , and 120 , respec-
tively. The shunt algorithm (1) is now fed with only the positive
sequence voltages of the distorted source voltages for the ref-
erence current generation. As a result of this, the compensated
source currents become balanced and sinusoidal.

IV. SIMULATION STUDIES

The compensator topology chosen for simulation as well as
experimental study is the neutral clamped inverter circuit as
shown in Fig. 4. It consists of two dc storage capacitors of the
same rating and a three-phase voltage source inverter. Each leg
of the inverter has two insulated-gate bipolar transistor (IGBT)
switches with antiparallel diodes across them. In this circuit,
the junction of the capacitors is connected to the neutral
point of the load. The clamped neutral allows a path for the
zero sequence current and therefore three currents can be in-
dependently controlled. The computed reference compensator
currents ( , and ) in the methods discussed above are
tracked by using a VSI in a hysteresis band current control. The
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Fig. 4. Three-phase, four-wire compensated system with actual compensator.

TABLE II
COMPENSATOR PARAMETERS

Fig. 5. (a) Unbalanced source voltages. (b) Load currents.

system parameters are same as given in Table I. The compen-
sator parameters are given in Table II.

The above concepts are validated through simulation studies
with ideal compensator and with the actual compensator circuit.
The unbalanced source voltages with respect to magnitudes and
phase angles are shown in Fig. 5(a). The peak voltages of phases

, , and are 360, 432, and 288 V, respectively. The phase
unbalance in phases and are 10 and , respectively.
With these source voltages, the load currents are depicted in
Fig. 5(b). It is seen from this figure that the load currents are
unbalanced and nonlinear due to unbalanced R-L load and three-
phase full bridge diode rectifier load.

For the equal current criterion, discussed in Section III-A, the
compensated source currents are shown in Fig. 6. The voltage
scale in the figure is reduced by a factor of 20 to bring the two
waveforms in the same scale (to get the actual voltage, it has
to be multiplied by 20). This allows easy comparison of the
phase angle between voltage and current in the same phase. It is
evident from this figure that the compensated source currents are
equal in magnitude but their phase angles have same unbalance
as the source voltages. The phase angle between voltage and
compensated source current in phase- is set to be 24 , which
is also seen from the figure.

Fig. 6. Compensated source currents for equal current strategy.

Fig. 7. (a) Compensated source currents for equal power strategy. (b) Compen-
sated source currents for equal impedance strategy.

For the equal power criterion, the source currents are given
as per (12). The reference compensator currents are computed
using (8). The source currents are plotted in Fig. 7(a). It is ob-
served that the source currents are unbalanced but sinusoidal.
For the source current in phase- , a power factor of 0.91 lag-
ging (24 ) is desired with respect to voltage in phase- . This
can also be seen from Fig. 7(a).

Compensated source currents for the equal impedance crite-
rion are computed using (16) and the reference compensator cur-
rents are estimated as per (8). The compensated source currents
are shown in Fig. 7(b).

When the modified equal current strategy is employed, the
compensator gives better performance as compared to the pre-
vious methods. The (1) is employed for extracting the compen-
sator reference currents. In (1) the terms , and are
replaced by , , and , respectively. These voltages are
computed as discussed in Section III-D. The source voltage in
phase- and compensated source currents in phases , and

are given in Fig. 8(a). A power factor of 0.91 lag is set for
source voltage and current in phase- . The source voltage and
current waveforms for unity power factor in phase- are shown
in Fig. 8(b). The currents in phase- and are also given in the
figure. It is seen that the source currents are balanced and sinu-
soidal and hence no zero sequence current flows in the neutral
wire. The equal current compensation method based on the syn-
chronous detection method of [6]–[8] cannot compensate for the
zero sequence current and hence it flows into the system through
the neutral wire. This happens because compensated source cur-
rents have phase unbalance due to the phase unbalance in the
source voltages.

When the source voltages are distorted the above formula-
tions do not work as explained in Section III-E. Under distorted
source voltage conditions, we extract their positive sequence
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Fig. 8. Compensated source current with modified equal current strategy (a) at
power factor 0.91 lag in phase-a (b) at unity power factor in phase-a.

Fig. 9. (a) Distorted source voltages. (b) Phase-ya source voltage and compen-
sated source currents for � = 24 .

Fig. 10. Compensated source currents with fundamental extraction of distorted
source voltages (a) at unity power in phase-a (� = 24 ) (b) compensated
source currents with real inverter circuit.

voltage. These voltages are then fed to the shunt algorithm (1)
to extract compensator reference currents. The distorted source
voltages are shown in Fig. 9(a). The fundamentals of the volt-
ages have an unbalance of 10%. The total harmonic distor-
tions in phase- , , and are 16%, 18%, and 14%, respectively.
The compensated source currents, distorted source voltage, and
its fundamental are plotted in Fig. 9(b). It is also seen from
the figure that the source currents are balanced and sinusoidal
even when the source voltages are unbalanced and distorted. For
unity power factor in phase- , the source currents are illustrated
in Fig. 10(a). The compensated source currents with voltage
source inverter circuit given in Fig. 4 are plotted in Fig. 10(b).
The source currents in the figure also contain inverter switching
frequency components and notches. The notches in the current
waveforms are due to the finite value of the interface inductance.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

The prototype compensator model given in Fig. 4 is devel-
oped in the laboratory. The voltage and current signals in the
power circuit are sensed using Hall effect voltage and cur-
rent transducers. For synchronization a clock is derived from
phase- source voltage. An IBM compatible PC acquires these

TABLE III
SYSTEM PARAMETERS FOR EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

signals through analog-to-digital converter (ADC) channels of
a data-acquisition card PCI 9118DG. Based on these quantities,
the program written in C/C++ for the shunt algorithm as dis-
cussed in Section III-E is implemented. The program computes
instantaneous reference currents for the compensator. These
reference currents are converted to analog values through three
DACs.

The actual compensator quantities are obtained using Hall
effect voltage and current transducers. The two currents in each
phase are compared and the logic signal and its complementary
signal are generated. These logic signals are given to a blanking
circuit to create dead time in order to avoid short circuit during
the ON-OFF transition state of the two switches (i.e., and in
Fig. 4) on the same leg of the inverter. The above is also referred
as PWM controller. The output signals from the PWM controller
act as input signals to the driver circuit of the IGBT. The gate
drive circuit of the IGBTs is supplied by an isolated supply. The
dc voltages and (in Fig. 4) for the inverter are regulated
to their reference value using PI controller. The dc power supply
provides required dc voltage levels to the PWM control circuit.

The parameters for 3-phase, 4-wire compensated system are
given in Table III. The experiments are performed at 100 V
level. The magnitude unbalance in source voltages is created
using dimmer-stat and phase unbalance is achieved using phase
shifter. The unbalance in phase voltages is such that the peaks of
the source voltages are 80, 100, and 65 V in phases , , and ,
respectively, as shown in Fig. 11(a). In addition to this, phase-
voltage has a phase angle unbalance of . It is seen from
this figure that supply voltages are not perfectly sinusoids. The
load currents at these voltages are depicted in Fig. 11(b). As
observed from the figure, the load current waveforms are unbal-
anced and have nonlinearity due to the rectifier load. Fig. 11(c)
depicts the compensated source currents when (1) is used. These
results are similar to simulation results, given in Fig. 3(b). It is
observed from this figure that the direct application of control
algorithm (1) results into unbalanced and distorted source cur-
rents and, therefore, it is not a satisfactory solution.

The reference compensator currents are now extracted using
(1) with positive sequence voltages. The positive sequence
voltages have been computed in real time using algorithm
discussed in Section III-E. While reconstructing positive se-
quence voltages in time domain, the synchronization has been
done in the software. Based on this modified algorithm, the
compensated source currents with ideal inverter are shown in
Fig. 11(d). These are perfectly balanced and sinusoidal and are
in phase with their positive sequence voltages. When voltage
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Fig. 11. (a) Unbalanced 3-phase supply voltages. (b) Load currents. (c) Com-
pensated source currents with direct application of shunt algorithms. (d) Source
currents with ideal compensator. (e) Source currents with real compensator. (f)
Supply voltage and source current in phase-a.

source inverter is operated in hysteresis band current control
mode to track the reference currents, the source currents after
compensation are illustrated in Fig. 11(e). As evident, these cur-
rents form hysteresis envelope over the ideal source currents
observed in Fig. 11(d). The unity phase relationship between
phase- supply voltage and phase- source current is depicted
in Fig. 11(f). These results are consistent with the results dis-
cussed in Section II.

VI. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, it is shown that under unbalanced source volt-
ages, the direct application of the shunt algorithms generally
available in literature will result in erroneous compensation. Var-
ious modified algorithms namely equal current, equal power and
equal impedance methods have been suggested. None of these
methods provide completely balanced source currents. The pro-
posed modified equal current algorithm alleviates this problem.
This algorithm provides balanced and sinusoidal source currents
irrespectiveof themagnitudeandphaseangleunbalanceinsource
voltages. However, this scheme does not work when the source
voltages are distorted. Under this condition, shunt algorithm with
positive sequence extraction of source voltages is used for the
generation of the reference compensator currents. The method
provides an excellent performance of the compensator under un-
balanced and the distorted voltages.
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